Ametista (aka VideoWorkspace)

A mini-toolkit for exploring new window management techniques

» that takes advantage of modern graphics capabilities

» that supports low-fidelity as well as high-fidelity prototyping
based on X Window application redirection (input and output)
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N. Roussel. Ametista: a mini-toolkit for exploring new window management techniques. Proceedings of CLIHC’03.

N. Roussel. VideoWorkspace : une boite a outils pour I'exploration de nouvelles techniques de gestion de fenétres. Proceedings of IHM’02.



Ametista turned into a real window system

» Xmetisse, a fully functional X server derived from Xserver
» FVWM, a standard window manager

» FvwmCompositor, an FVWM module accessing the host window system
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A system used on a daily basis since Spring 2004

Freely available (GPL) and distributed as part of Mandriva Linux 2008

O. Chapuis and N. Roussel. Metisse is not a 3D desktop! Proceedings of ACM UIST'05.
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Advanced input and output redirection: user interface facades

Basic features

» arbitrary region duplication EEOG

» hole creation l=l
Advanced features based on accessibility APIs Tl

» widget replacement @? EIICIN

» interaction composition
(e.g. toolglass, orthozoom)

From window compositing to interaction compositing C

» just-in-time customization

» local/temporary customization

» deep and cross-application customization

W. Stuerzlinger, O. Chapuis, D. Phillips and N. Roussel. User interface facades: towards fully adaptable user interfaces. Proceedings of ACM UIST'06.



Copy-paste between overlapping windows: rock and roll!

Motivation: stacking order change due to a copy-paste operation from a
secondary window to the one of primary interest
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Context-dependent interaction: differentiate user interactions with the
primary window from those with secondary windows

O. Chapuis and N. Roussel. Copy-and-paste between overlapping windows. Proceedings of ACM CHI’O7.



Familiar data and interaction histories

Original context: Micromeégas project (ACI Masses de données, 2003-2006)

Problem with existing search-based interfaces

» describing the target can be hard

» in the case of familiar data, the description that comes to mind might be
extrinsic to the target, related to particular episodic memories

Can we provide the computer with an episodic memory to contextualize
familiar data management”?

Proposed solution: interaction histories obtained through software indexers
and observers (e.q. file system, window system and web browser activity)

A task much harder than it seemed...

A. Tabard, W. Mackay, N. Roussel and C. Letondal. PageLinker: integrating contextual bookmarks into a browser. Proceedings of ACM CHI'07.

N. Roussel, J-D. Fekete and M. Langet. Vers I'utilisation de la mémoire épisodique pour la gestion de données familiéres. Proceedings of IHM’05.
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